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President Nixon made 
a last-minute effort yes- 
terday to prove his inno- 
cence in the Watergate 
cover-up by offering the 
House Judiciary Commit- 
tee the edited transcript 
of part of a taped conver- 
sation he had previously 
refused to turn over. 

This provoked sharp criti- 
cism from committee mem- 
bers, led by Chairman Peter 
W. Rodino Jr. (D-N.J.) who 
said it showed “there has , 



been an effort to keep from 
the committee evidence that 
it should rightfully have 
had” for its inquiry into 
whet heir the President 

xt-uuino saia uue commiuee 




should in itself be 
impeachable ofl,_ 

The incident oc 

terday morning when 
D. St. Claii "• " 

lawyer, summed up ii 
hour closed commit 
sion his • argutaents • 

St. Clair focused j 
tion as usual on 
contends is the sole issbe 
that could constitute, im . 
peachable conduct — whether 
the President in his March 
21, 1973, conversation with 
then White House Counsel 
John W. Dean III ordered or 
acquiesced in payment of 
hush money to Watergate 
conspirator E. Howard Hunt 
Jr. 

St. Clair told reporters 



later that in an effort to 
show the President’s inno- 
cence he handed the com- 
mittee a 2% -page edited 
transcript of a one-hOur, 24- 
minute conversation the 
President had the following 
day with his then chief of 
staff, H.R, Haldeman. 

St. Clair told newsmen 
that the gist of the Presi- 
dent’s remarks to Haldeman 
were that he was unaware 
of and disapproved of pay- 
ments to Hunt. In Si. Clair's 
words; “The President was 
saying to Haldeman the 
next day ‘I’m not going to 
pay blackmail.’ ” 

The tape of the March 21 

conversation, showed that 
Dean' told Mr/ Nixon that 
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Hunt was threatening to 
blackmail the White House 
for involvement ip the 
Watergaet coVer-up, that $1 
million was needed to keep 
him and other defendants 
.quiet, and that the Presi- 
dent at one point said “For 
Christ’s sake, get it.” 

The committee had sub- 
poenaed the tape of the 
March 22 conversation be- 
tween the President and' 
Haldeman, but the President 
refused to turn it over on 
grounds that he had given 
the committee “the full 
story of Watergate” so far 
as his involvement was con- 
cerned, 

St. Clair shid the Presi- 
dent had notonsidered the 
■ March 22 conversation rele- 
I vant when t was subpoe- 
I naedin May. The reason for 
I fche last-minute decision to 
I Submit a transcript of a seg- 
I ment of the tape, said St. 

I Clair, was that Dean ap- 
/ peared to change his testi- 
I monyhen ha aprpearfed be- 
1 fore the Judiciary Commit- 
1 tee last week, 

trite Senate 



Deanad t< 
Watergate 
year that 
tion was 
March ,21. 
Dean ^ppearf 
the House Ju( 
tee that thi 



immittee ias-t 
money ques- 
hanging ’ on 
St. Clair said 
to be telling 
lei ary Commit- 
decision *0 



make payments was resolv- 
ed during the conversation. 
Accordingly, HBt. Clair said, 
the President decided to 
turn over part of the March 
22 conversation to show thaf 
a day after h? had talked 
^ith Dean he was saying he 



was opposed to making the 
payments. 

St. Clair sfcd the Presi- 
dent approved making Hir- 
rpanitarian” payments to 
hunt, resumftbly for legal 
fees or living expenses, but 
not hush moi\fey. 

In San Clemente, the 
White House said the 2^- 
pa ge excerpt from the 
March 22 tap© was relevant 
ip the lighto! certain shifts 
in Dean’s testimony. 

“It is clear* and complete 
as.it relates £(y alleged pay- 
ment of hiifh money or 
blackmail. It precisely 
shows. that he President 
was unaware of it and disap- 
proved. The transcript de- 
stroys any theory that fhe 
$ President wai involved in a 
conspiracy tb obstruct jus- 
tice, ” Gerald J>. Warren, the 
White House spokesman, 
said. ; ' • k 

l-Rddino observed to nelws- 
men that there has been “no 
rational basil for what the 
President hai produced and 
not. produced" in respnseto 
the committee's requests 
and subpoenas. He noted 
that the President gave the 
committee the same 18 tapes 
he had turned over to the 
Watergate special prosecu- 
tor after tha* national furor 
provoked byhis firing of Ar 
chibald Cox, the first special 
prosecutor, list Oct. 20. birr 

had co/npleieKl wRh non- rf 

the eight subpoenas *swd 
by the Judiciary Committee 
since. - 

The coirynttee subpoenaed 
149 tape* qf presidential 
conversation!, most of them 
dealing with Watergate The 
President responded byro- 
viding edited transcripts nf 
less than 40 and then ; ssu- 

ing a flat refusal to turn 
^ver anything more dealing 
withwatergate. 

“I think it izs fair to say,” 
said Rodino. “That the Pres- 
ident has not seriously at- 
tended to our requests for 
materials.” 

1 Material turned over by 
the President for the im- 
peachment inquiry has been 
the result of public pressure 
or happenstance, said Ro- 
dino. A 

One example of happen- 
stance turned up yesterday 
when the committee learned 
that a White House offer to 
turn over to the committee 
notes kept by former U>P 
White House ‘ a, de John D. 
Ehriichman from June, 1971, 



ing arguments. 

Rep, Gv*rg;* Danielson (D- 
Calif.) protested that it was 
improper for a lawyer a 
vlos.ng argument to offer 
evidence not already in the 
record. 

Rep. John Seiberling (D- 
Ohio) called t an 
“outrageous performance by 
St. Clair, butr,we should be 
used to that by now.” 

Rep. Hamilton Fish (R- 
N.Y.) called it “self-serving.” 
Rep. Robert McClory fR-Ili.) 
called it a “bad tactic.”. Rep 
Lawrence Hogan (R-Md.) 
sa : d t came "a little late. I 
'don’t think many Will look 
at it.” 

But Rep. David W. Dennis 
(R-Ind.) said: 'T want all the 
efidence we can get.” 

With his final statement, 
St. ClaiV took his leave of 
the committee with whom 
he has sat in closed session 
for 10 weeks as ,t examined 
evidence for and against im- 
peachment. * 

Rodino, said the commit- 
tee will meet in closed ses- 
sion , today and Saturday 
while special 1 counsel John 
Doar and his staff put the 
evidence in .perspective and 
present articles of impeach- 
ment the committee may 
wish to consider. 

Asked whether he wdl be 
an advocate in theie sea- 
sons. Doar toir! newsmen: 

“I will give the committee a 
fan* and thorough analys 1 *? 
of the ftets and .Ut* l aw as I 
rhem.” Doar has, a mn /v 
tery of the complex details 
of t ho cue far beyond thai 
of most members, and his 
. presentation !* expected t 
carry great weight. 

Arguments against im- 
peachment will be presented 
by the- deputy minority 
counsel., Sam Garrison. The 
ch J ef nvnorijy counsel, Al- 
bert Jenner, has worked 
closely with Doar, and said 
yesterday his recommenda- 
'ions to the committee will 
be “a professional opinion 
jo a clients which s the en- 
tire committee.” 

Weuiiosday. Rodinc 
said, the committee will be- 
,ii sc 1 p. open meet 
ings to debate and vote on 
> bclcs of impeachment. He 
expects a final committee 
v > * >' next Saturday. A 

committee recommendatior 
ior impeachment on one <>j 
more grounds.is virtually as 
sured. 



unt'l his departure in April, 
1973, had fallen short by 
more than half. 

Rodino said the commit- 
tee was to receive the same 
materials that had been 
given the special prosecutor. 
The chairman said he was 
advised by staff yesterday 
that through sortie error the 
special prosecutor’s office 
had sent to the committee 
the Ehriichman notes it had 
received. Comparing them, 
Rodino said, the staff found 
that the White House had 
given the committee 643 
l.nes of notes, but had given 
.he sp^c.al orofcylitor 1,370 
lines of notes.. He said no 
reason haa Jeen lound for 

Uie discrepancy. 

There was little support 
~mong Jud c a y Committee 
member^ for Si. Clair’s ef- 
fort press ihe March 22 
transcript on ihuu in clos- 




